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COUNCILLOR MIKE FOSTER

Mayor of Brecon 2011 - 2012

Mike (Michael ) was born at the Queen Elizabeth Hospital, Birmingham, on

the 10th January 1949, to Sam and Barbara a young brother to Carolyn.

Sam had returned from Burma and joined the family business,  that of 

local Coal Merchants in Solihull.

He was educated at Solihull School, to 'O' and 'A' level standard and

although not academically inclined managed to hang on long enough to be

awarded his cricket colours and believe it or believe it not his rugby

sevens colours. On leaving school he joined British Anthracite's

Trainee Management Scheme, and was based at Hereford.

Having been trained by British Anthracite it was a natural process to

take this training into the family business, which is what happened. The

central heating trade was changing and coal/anthracite were being

challenged by natural gas and oil, and the company moved into oil

distribution. The oil crisis of 1972 decimated the business and it

became obvious that Mike would have to craft out a new career, and in

1974 joined a vinyl graphics company based in Henley on Thames, and has

been in the transport graphics industry ever since. His claim to fame is

that he devised a way to cover a railway carriage with vinyl instead of

paint, as vinyl can be applied at depot where paint has to be done at

specialist workshops which is very costly.

Mike and Olwyn moved to Brecon twenty years ago, as Mike, who had worked

for Primographic in the Midlands , was asked to come and help run their

offshoot Primographic Badgemakers. This did not work out and he was

three years out of work, but he always kept in touch with the graphics

industry and got back into the main stream and apart from being made

redundant in December has been at the forefront of Rail Liveries in

Wales, Ireland and the rest of the UK.

Mike joined the Local Council when a vacancy occurred for the St John's

Ward, which he applied for and got. Following the boundary changes in

2008, he was returned unopposed  as an Independent Ward Member for St

John's West. He is the Town Council representative on the board of

Governors at Ysgol-y-Bannau, and 'is amazed at the level of intensity'

of what needs to be done to run a school.

This will be Mike's last year as a Town Councillor  'going out at the 

top', he says. He has persuaded the local brewery to mix him 'Mayor's

Inspiration' to be sold in the Town to raise funds for Usk House, but

the biggest challenge of the year is Mayor's Chance which is going to be

a monthly raffle which hopefully will emerge as the Brecon Lottery, 'Brecon 

money for Brecon people'.

MAYORESS

OLWYN FOSTER

Olwyn was born in Newcastle upon Tyne on April 6th 1956 to Audrey and Alan,

both teachers, the eldest of three. Olwyn's grand parents moved from

Pembrokeshire during the depression of the twenties, and had a little

girl called Olwyn who died very young, so it was decreed that the next

girl in the family would be an Olwyn - hence a Geordie Olwyn.

The family moved to Germany when she was 6 years old as Alan (father)

got a job as a teacher with MOD. The family returned to the UK and moved

to the Midlands where eventually the Mayor and Mayoress would meet. The

Mayor has two children from his first marriage, Rebecca (35), Emma (33)

and a step daughter from the Mayoresses first marriage Tarryn (31) who

has two children Lucy (9) and Samuel (6).

Olwyn was educated at Arden School, Knowle, where she attained CSE's and

'O' levels , she became Head Girl , and an NCO in the Girls Brigade.  She

attended Solihull College studying Hotel Management and Audio Typing .

On arrival in Brecon she worked as as 'temp' for some local solicitors ,

the National Park, and the Wales & West Housing Association which became

a permanent position. In recent years she has suffered with her health 

but has made good progress and is looking forward to supporting  the

Mayor in his year of office.

